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McDermoth Elementary

Student/Parent Handbook

2023-2024

When put to the test, we always give our BULLDOG BEST!

School Phone Number: 360-538-2120



Our Amazing Staff:

Position Name E-mail Address
Kindergarten Ms. Lyles ilyles@asd5.org
Kindergarten Ms. George kgeorge@asd5.org
Kindergarten Mrs. Pfeiffer tpfeiffer@asd5.org
1st Ms. Bell mbelltaylor@asd5.org
1st Mrs. Richie rrichie@asd5.org
1st Ms. Berglund sberglund@asd5.org
2nd Mrs. Fleming tfleming@asd5.org
2nd Ms. Wallin pwallin@asd5.org
2nd Ms. Whalen twhalen@asd5.org
3rd Mrs.Talevich jtalevich@asd5.org
3rd Mrs. Templeton etempleton@asd5.org
4th Ms. Farias afarias@asd5.org
4th Mr. Tracey ktracey@asd5.org
5th Ms. Black sblack@asd5.org
5th Mr. Anderson manderson@asd5.org
SPED Mrs. Fillo dfillo@asd5.org
SPED Mrs. Simms lzimms@asd5.org
EL Mrs. Lewis amlewis@asd5.org
MTSS Mrs. Melville amelville@asd5.org
PE Mr. King bking@asd5.org
Counselor Mrs. Miner tminer@asd5.org
Nurse Mrs.Steele jsteele@asd5.org
Student/Family Support Ms. Barragan vbarragan@asd5.org
Library/Tech Support Mrs. Floch jfloch@asd5.org
Before/After School Program
Paraeducator Mrs. Lynch slynch@asd5.org
Paraeducator Mr. Greer mgreer@asd5.org
SPED Para Ms. Bienapfl cbienapfl@asd5.org
SPED Para Mrs. Pendergrass spendergrass@asd5.org
SPED Para Mr. Goings mgoings@asd5.org
MTSS Assistant Ms. Butcher lbutcher@asd5.org
MTSS Assistant Mrs. Stanton pstanton@asd5.org
MTSS Assistant Mr. Jordan rjordan@asd5.org
Custodian Mr. Lawrence jlawrence@asd5.org
Custodian Mr.Kaufman tkaufman@asd5.org
Kitchen Mrs. To eto@asd5.org
Kitchen Mrs. Daniels kdaniels@asd5.org
Kitchen Ms. Peterson apeterson@asd5.org
Office Coordinator Ms. Trader htrader@asd5.org
Principal Ms. Hammill mhammill@asd5.org

School District Office Number: 360-538-2000

School Board
The Aberdeen School District Board of Directors is made up of 5 at- large representatives elected from
the citizens who reside within the school district boundaries. A current listing of the Board of Directors
can be found on the internet at www.asd5.org or by calling the Aberdeen School District office at 538-
2000. The board represents the people of the school district. Board members welcome comments and
questions from the public. The Board of Directors meets the first and third Tuesdays of each month
during the school year at 5:00 PM at Aberdeen High School. A copy of the meeting schedule can be
obtained from the district office and on the district website.
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A Message from the Principal
Dear Parents/Guardians,

Welcome to the 2023/2024 school year! Last year was an excellent year and we were able to be in
person the entire year, for that we are so grateful. McDermoth is a data driven school with a laser focus
on student achievement. To achieve this student growth it is imperative that students are present! This
year the McDermoth team has designed a goal of no more than 18 absences(2 or less absences per
month) or 90% attendance for ALL STUDENTS! We will be celebrating our successes throughout the
year! With your partnership we will easily be able to achieve this goal! We will be sending out more
information about how you can help!

This year we look forward to many fun activities. Camp for 5th graders, field trips for each grade, fun
activities brought to our school by ASB and our PTO. We will continue to have no referral celebrations for
students with no referrals month to month, we will continue our McDermoth Marketplace for students to
spend their Bulldog Bucks that they earn by being SAFE, RESPECTFUL & RESPONSIBLE!
All of us here at McDermoth look forward to a wonderful school year!

Please read through the expectations of this handbook with your child. Please sign the affirmation slip
and return it to your child’s teacher by September 8, 2023.

Ms. Mindi Hammill
Principal
mhammill@asd5.org

McDermoth Mission/Vision

McDermoth Bulldogs are FIERCE
Focused

Individuals who are
Eager learners

Respectful and responsible
Creating safe space where

Everyone belongs

When put to the test, we always do our BULLDOG best!

McDermoth Goals this year

● All Students attend 90% (miss less than 18 school days) of the school year
● All students will achieve 100% of their math and reading growth goals on

iReady
● Fewer than 400 behavior referrals
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McDermoth Spotlight Assembly Schedule for the 2023-2024 School Year

Assembly

Dates &

Times

Character

Trait

Bulldog

best award

Teacher’s

Choice

Thursday,

September

26th

2:00

Self Discipline
When put to

the test

Outstanding

student

Thursday,

October 26th

9:15

Respect
When put to

the test

Outstanding

student

Thursday,

December

7th

2:00

Responsibility
When put to

the test

Outstanding

student

Thursday,

January 25th

9:15

Determination/

Grit

When put to

the test

Outstanding

student

Thursday,

February

22nd

2:00

Kindness/

Empathy

When put to

the test

Outstanding

student

Thursday,

March 28th

9:15

Cooperation
When put to

the test

Outstanding

student

Thursday,

April 25th

2:00

Trustworthiness
When put to

the test

Outstanding

student

Thursday,

May 23rd

9:15

Dependability
When put to

the test

Outstanding

student
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Important Dates

Open House August 28, 5:00-6:00 PM

August 30 1st day of school

September 4 No school Labor Day

September 27 Early Release 1:10

October Leo Picture day

October 25 Early Release 1:10

October 27-Nov3 Parent conferences
Release 11:50 AM

November 10 NO SCHOOL Veterans
day

November 22-24 NO SCHOOL
Thanksgiving

December 6 Early Release 1:10

December 15 Early release

December 18-January 1 NO
SCHOOL

NO SCHOOL Winter
break

January 15 NO SCHOOL MLKJr day

January 10 Early Release 1:10

February 7 Early Release 1:10

February 19 NO SCHOOL Presidents
day

February 20 NO SCHOOL Teacher
learning day

March 6 Early Release 1:10

March 15 Weather Makeup Day, if
needed

March 22/25/26/27/28 & 29
Early Release 11:50

Spring Parent
Conferences
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April 1-5 NO SCHOOL Spring
Break

April 10 Early Release 1:10

April 15-20 Missoula Children’s
Theater

April 22-26 Outdoor School

May 15 Early Release 1:10

May 24 Weather Makeup Day, if
needed

May 27 NO SCHOOL Memorial
Day

June 6 Kinder moving up

June 7 Carnival

June 12 5th grade moving up

June 13 Last day of school/early
release 11:50 am

Dates and activities will
continue to be updated!

General Information and School Policies

Early Release Days
All K-5 students are dismissed at 11:50 on Early Release Days. There are no after school activities on
Early Release Days. The 11:50 Early Release Days are: October 27, 30, and 31, 2023; November 1, 2,
and 3rd, 2023; December 15, 2023; March 22, 25, 26, 27, 28, and 29, 2024; June 13, 2024.

Collaboration Early Release Days
There are 8 scheduled Early Release days for Staff Collaboration. Dismissal time for these dates is 1:10
PM The dates are: September 27, October 25, December 6, January 10, February 7, March 6, April 10,
and May 15.

School Safety and Drills

1. In the event of a tsunami, students may be moved to L St. Park (four blocks up the hill from the
school). Office personnel will only dismiss students to their parents or parent designee (per the
information in our student information files). All students leaving school during the school day
must be signed out.
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2. The Aberdeen School District is committed to being proactive when it comes to your child’s
safety. The District has chosen the ALICE model (Alert, Lockdown, Inform, Counter, Evacuate) to
train staff and students how to handle the threat of an aggressive intruder. Our school will
conduct ALICE drills throughout the school year.

3. Our students will practice fire, lockdown, and other emergency drills and will learn how to
evacuate our school safely.

FOOD at McDermoth

Breakfast and Lunch
Thanks to an option in the National School Lunch and School Breakfast Programs called the Community
Eligibility Provision (CEP), all students enrolled at McDermoth Elementary will receive breakfast and
lunch at free of charge! Any extra items such as an extra entrée or milk will be an additional cost. No
further action is required of families to receive free meals, however it is asked that families complete and
return the Free/Reduced Meal forms to support school funding.
Breakfast will be a Grab and Go meal that will be eaten in the classroom as part of the Breakfast after the
Bell Program. Lunch will be in the classroom by grade level groupings.

Hot chips/cheetos
Students may bring regular chips or cheetos but hot cheetos or chips are not permitted.

Treats at School
The health and nutrition of our students is one of our primary concerns. We have numerous children and
adults who suffer from various allergies; some are life threatening. In addition, our district has adopted a
policy to limit the number of non-nutritional snacks offered at school. Many classrooms have limited the
types of treats that may be served at their parties during the school year due to allergies and dietary
restrictions. When a treat is permissible, please remember, all treats to be distributed at school must be
commercially made and fruit must be cut and processed in a commercial kitchen. We can not distribute
home baked goods or home cut fruits due to potential infectious diseases. Please contact your
child’s teacher 24-hours in advance to plan for birthday treats in the classroom.

Birthday Parties/Invitations/Items to be Sold
Invitations to after school or weekend birthday parties are not to be distributed at school. Please be
aware that items to be sold by students at school for non-school fundraisers are not permitted.

ATTENDING MCDERMOTH

Students Late to School
It is important that students make every effort to be on time to school. Teachers begin with critical
instruction at the start of the school day. It is an interruption in the school program when students arrive
late to class. Students who are tardy may be required to make up time during recesses on the day that
they are tardy. Students will either work on missed assignments or read. In the event students are late
coming to school, they need to check in at the office. Medical, counseling and court appointments do not
count as tardy, but all other late arrivals do count as tardy regardless if the parent has excused the child
or not.

Picking Up Students After School
If you pick up your student after school, please make arrangements to meet him/her outside. As you
know, McDermoth Elementary is located in the middle of a residential area and we therefore face some
difficulties with traffic/parking. Students not picked up on time will wait in the office, Students who are
chronically picked up late (after 3:15) or parents cannot be reached, the school reserves the right to notify
Child Protective Services and/or the police.
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Please help us by discussing safety with your students during arrival and dismissal from school.

Parking at McDermoth
Parking is at a minimum at McDermoth. If you are dropping off, do not exit your vehicle in a travel lane,
loading/unloading zone, bus parking zone, or non-parking area. The problems this creates could
endanger students who are attempting to cross the street. Aberdeen School District reserves the right to
issue a citation with the City of Aberdeen.

School Records Update
Please provide our office with your correct and up-to-date contact information. We need to know where
you can be reached during the school day in case of emergencies while your child is in school. We
appreciate you keeping us informed so that we can better serve you.

Skyward update
Aberdeen school district provides families access to skyward to regularly update family information. This
includes address, phone numbers, and email addresses. Please update this information by the end of the
first week of school

Insurance
Our school district offers an optional student insurance plan. We will send home information on this plan
soon after school starts. If you do not have insurance for your child, we urge you to review this policy.

Use of the Telephone
Our school phone is for business and emergencies only. Before coming to school, students need to make
arrangements about where they are to go after school and what activities they are going to attend. We do
not allow students to use school phones to arrange after school activities.

Cell Phones and Other Electronic Devices
We understand that cell phones have become an integral part of our society and that many
parents feel safer knowing that their children have a way to contact their parents in the event of an
emergency. Cell phones can be a major disruption while on campus & while students are under school
supervision. Students may have cell phones at school, but they must be turned off and kept in a backpack
while on campus.(This includes while the student is on the bus or waiting for the bus etc…) Students will
not take photos of other students on school campus, on the bus, or in the bus lines.Students
will not be allowed to call or text anybody during school hours, including parents.
If students must contact a parent or guardian, they must do so using the classroom or office phone. The
school assumes no responsibility if cell phones or other electronic devices are lost, stolen or damaged.

If students violate these rules, the following steps will be taken:
● On the first incident, the phone will be confiscated for the day, and then returned to the student at

the end of the school day.
● On the second incident, the phone will be confiscated, and may only be returned directly to the

parent or guardian.
● On the third incident, the phone will be confiscated. Admin, parent and the student will agree to

an option to either leave the phone at home, or give it to Office Staff each morning and pick it up
at the end of the day.

If cell phones are used in conjunction with other offenses (i.e. bullying, harassment, etc.), other
consequences will apply in addition to confiscation.
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The school assumes no responsibility if cell phones or other electronic devices are lost, stolen or
damaged.

Messages to Students from Home
While we are able to deliver messages from you to your child during the school day, please be aware of
the fact that any messages called in or left on our school voice mail may not reach your child before
school ends. Please ensure all after-school arrangements with your child are made and communicated
before sending them to school in the morning.

Student Absences
Attendance is a critical building block for student learning. If students are not present, they cannot
engage in learning. Attendance is a leading indicator of equity that signals when students might need
additional support and areas for system and school improvement.

Please call the school each morning before 9:00 AM if your child is absent. The school will contact
parents of students who do not call.. Students who are absent may not participate in any
school-sponsored activities on the day of their absence. On occasions, there are exceptions to
this policy, exceptions to this policy must be cleared in advance with the principal.

Regular attendance at school is critical to a student’s overall success. Absences are generally
considered excessive when the student is gone for more than 10% of the school days within one
year (18 days). Excessive absences can result in the school sending attendance letters; coordinating
school and family attendance conferences; and the requirement of filing a truancy petition with the court.
An emphasis will be made during the coming school year to limit absences to no more than 10%. If you
would like more information regarding the state requirements for attendance, please contact McDermoth
office at (360)538-2120
Washington State Attendance & Truancy Legal Requirements:
RCW 28A.225.005: Beginning of school year ~ Information letter to all students and parents that includes
the benefits of regular school attendance; the effects of absenteeism, excused and unexcused, on
academic achievement and graduation; the school's expectations regarding attendance; the resources
available to assist the child and the parents; the responsibilities of the school; and the consequences of
truancy; communicated in a language in which the parents are fluent.

RCW 28A.225.020: After 1 unexcused absence ~ Inform the student’s parent/guardian by notice in writing
or by telephone, in a language the parent is fluent, whenever the student has failed to attend school after
one unexcused absence.

RCW 28A.225.020: After 3 unexcused absences within any month ~ Schedule conference with
parent/guardian and student for the purpose of identifying barriers to the student’s regular attendance and
the supports and resources that may be made available to the family and the steps to be taken to support
the student to attend.

RCW 28A.225.020: Between 2 and 7 unexcused cumulative absences in a school year ~ Take
data-informed steps to eliminate or reduce student’s absences.

RCW 28A.225.018: After 5 excused absences within any month or 10 cumulative excused absences in a
school year ~ Schedule conference with the parent of an elementary student and the child for the purpose
of identifying barriers to attendance and supports/resources available to assist the family. If the student
has an individualized education program (IEP) or 504 Plan, the IEP or 504 team must convene.

RCW 28A.225.030: Not later than the 7th unexcused absence in a month ~ District shall do one of the
following: • Enter into an agreement with the student and parent establishing attendance requirements,
OR • Refer student to a Community Engagement Board (CEB), OR • File petition under subsection (1) of
RCW 28A.225.030
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RCW 28A.225.035: After 7 unexcused absences in a month and not later than 15 cumulative unexcused
absences in a school year ~ File truancy petition with Juvenile Court. Court stay petition.

McDermoth Goal this year is for ALL STUDENTS to miss fewer than 18 school days or attend at
least 90% of the school year! Partnership with parents and students will help us succeed in this
goal!

Medicines
A parent and physician must complete “Permission to Administer Medication at School” forms if your child
is to take medication of any type, including over-the-counter medications such as Tylenol or Claritin-D,
during school hours. All medication (including over-the-counter medication) must be in its original
container and completed forms must be turned into the office with the medication form. School staff will
supervise the administration of the medication to your child. Copies of the required form may be picked
up in the office. Please do not send your child to school with any medication (such as aspirin, cough
syrup, etc.). Parents must personally drop off any medication in the office.

Communicable Diseases/Parasites
Please notify the school if your child should contract a communicable disease, such as; head lice, fifth's
disease, measles, MRSA, or chicken pox. If your child attends school with head lice, he/she may be sent
home. A notice is sent home with the student explaining the situation and how the child may return to
school. The students in a class with a student with head lice will also be notified so the parents can be
looking for signs of head lice on their child. Head lice are a common problem that can be kept in check if
the school and parents work together cooperatively. Students who are sent home for head lice need to
come to school with their parent and be checked before going to class. If a student with a returning lice
case has nits, he/she will be sent home.

McDermoth Parent/Teacher Organization

PTO meets monthly in the school library (dates will be added to our ongoing calendar)
The PTO plans special events for McDermoth Elementary school and organizes fundraisers to
fund those events.
All are welcome, get involved and support your school!

Student Government ASB
A group of students will serve as the McDermoth Student Council (ASB). These students meet and
decide on special events for our school.

Visitors
ALL visitors must check into the office and sign in immediately upon entering the school. Visitors will be
permitted on a limited basis for school wide events only in the common areas, or meetings. Parents may
not enter classrooms or areas with students unless it is pre-planned. For more specific events individuals
will be considered volunteers. Please see volunteer guidelines below.

Volunteers
Volunteers are needed for both long- and short-term projects. If you would like to volunteer your time or
plan to spend time on campus, please contact the school office. School volunteers must complete a
Washington State Patrol background check and sign a confidentiality contract prior to beginning to help or
entering school spaces. Volunteer forms must be completed and updated every school year. Information
and forms are available in the school office.

Special Programs
McDermoth offers programs for students who need special assistance in their learning. To qualify for
assistance, students must be referred for testing and meet state standards determined through
individualized testing administered by a school psychologist. We also have an Multi-Tiered System of
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Support (MTSS), which offers assistance to students who are not performing up to grade level standards.
To qualify for MTSS, students must be referred by their classroom teachers and meet a predetermined
criteria based on the student's performance on assessments.

Internet and District Network Usage
The school district network is provided for students to conduct research and receive instruction. The
district will provide internet access for your child unless parents show their objection to their son or
daughter using the internet at school. Parents or guardians need to notify the building principal by the last
day in September or within 10 days of enrolling their child if they choose to not have their student(s) use
the internet. Students are provided a district email address. If this email address is used for purposes
other than education the district filtering service is automatically notified. If content accessed is
inappropriate or unsafe this is also reported to the filtering service and administration will notify parents.
Disciplinary action may be taken.

Counseling Services
Counseling services are available to all students. Students may meet with the counselor in a group or
individual setting. The focus of group or individual meetings is to help a student acquire the skills needed
to succeed in a school setting or to help resolve a conflict. Please remember that if a child discloses
information that they or someone else is being harmed or harming others, school personnel have a duty
to report to the proper authorities/agencies.  If requested by the court systems, information may be
released.  Information gained during counseling sessions may be shared with parents/guardians or other
necessary school personnel when deemed appropriate.  Information will not be shared with other
students or other families. Additionally, parent resource materials are available in our school library and
the counselor has a variety of materials for parents to borrow.

Lost and Found
A lost and found area is provided in our school for unlabeled, unclaimed clothing. During conferences,
items are placed on tables for easy identification by parents. Unclaimed items are given to the local
clothing bank. Items that are labeled with the student's name are returned to the student.
Please label your child’s coat and hoodies

Student Discipline Guidelines and Policies & Procedures

Weapon Free Zone
By state law, schools are drug and weapons free zones. Weapons include but are not limited to the
following list: knives (of any sort or size), guns (real or look alike), martial arts instruments, and common
items used with intent to inflict bodily harm to another person. Any student who brings dangerous objects
to school is subject to discipline as outlined by state law.

Weapons Policy
It is a violation of district policy and state law for any person to carry a firearm or dangerous weapon on
school premises, school-provided transportation, or areas of other facilities being used exclusively for
school activities. It is also a violation of district policy for any person to carry or use in a threatening or
disruptive manner any device, which resembles or is intended to look like a dangerous weapon. Any
such violations shall be taken seriously by school officials and will be subject to corrective action or
punishment. School officials shall notify the student’s parents or guardians and the appropriate law
enforcement agency of known or suspected violations of this policy. Students who violate this policy shall
be subject to discipline.

Tobacco Policy
District policy prohibits the use of tobacco by students, staff or visitors on school district property.
Possession or distribution of tobacco products by minors is prohibited. School district property includes
all district buildings, grounds, and district-owned vehicles. Students are subject to discipline for violations
of this policy. E-cigarettes/vapes are treated as tobacco products and subject to the same policies.
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Drug/Alcohol Policy
Federal Law requires that parents and students be notified in writing annually about the district discipline
policy regarding drugs and alcohol. Ours is as follows:
The use of illicit drugs and unlawful possession and use of alcohol is wrong and harmful.
No student shall consume or have in his possession any alcoholic beverage on any school grounds, or
immediately prior to, or while engaged in, or scheduled to be engaged in, any school activity, or while on
the way to, or from, school or a school activity.
Students under the influence, or in possession of, drugs/alcohol illegally will be subject to the following
actions:

1. They will be removed from the class or activity where they will be isolated from others.
2. The student's parents, guardians, or other designated responsible persons will be

notified.
3. Law enforcement officials may be contacted and the facts reported to them.
4. Consequences: a) long-term suspension or suspension for the remainder of the semester

or expulsion; or b) students who agree to a drug/alcohol assessment by a Drug/Alcohol
Counselor to determine if a chemical problem exists, and who agree to follow the
recommendations made by the assessment counselor during the follow-up conference,
may be placed on a short-term suspension.

Students taking prescribed medication must be able to produce a doctor's authorization if requested to do
so. Compliance with standards of conduct is mandatory.

Dress Policy
School dress standards set a tone that impacts the learning environment. Students should be dressed
appropriately each day for the variety of activities in which they may participate, including PE and recess.
Dress standards for school differs from what students might wear to the mall or at home. Clothing that
directly or indirectly advertises gangs or suggests the use of drugs, alcohol, tobacco products or which
attracts undue attention is considered disruptive to the educational process and therefore is prohibited
These guidelines must be followed:

● Students will come to school prepared for all learning environments, such as P.E. and recess:
wearing shoes, pants (or skirts/dresses), shirts, underwear and a jacket or sweatshirt for
outside.

● Shirts/tops need to cover students' back & stomach area. Clothing exposing the stomach or
which are low-cut or backless are prohibited.

● Tight fitting clothing that is transparent is prohibited
● Appropriate fitting clothing is encouraged. Pants will cover buttocks and underclothing when

sitting and standing.
● Pajamas and slippers should only be worn on themed events.
● Clothes need to be without reference to drugs, tobacco, alcohol, gangs, violence, or sexual

themes including but not limited to virginity rocks clothing.
● Due to safety concerns head coverings (such as ball caps, bandanas, and hoods) are not

allowed in the building or classrooms. There is a no hat rule in the school building, unless for a
spirit day, hat pass or planned by the ASB with principal permission.

● Hooded sweatshirts are permitted, but hoods may not be worn indoors and they are
not considered to be hats on “hat days.”

● Shorts, skirts, and dresses should be long enough to cover the mid-thigh on the student even
when sitting. A good rule of thumb is to make sure the clothing item is longer than the finger
tips when arms are straight at the side.

● Any clothing or aspect of personal appearance that is determined to be disruptive or gang
related by the building administration is not allowed.

Students will be asked to change if their clothing does not follow the school dress policy. We have a
limited amount of clothing for students to borrow if their attire is not appropriate for school. Sometimes
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what we have does not fit the child. In those cases, the parent will need to bring a change of appropriate
clothes before the student may return to school activities.
Parents will be contacted if their student's dress interferes or disrupts the overall learning atmosphere at
school.

District Wide Discipline Procedure
All students will be expected to obey all rules at school. When a student breaks a rule, he/she can expect
to be disciplined. Depending on the rule that has been broken and the circumstances surrounding the
problem, one or more of the following could occur:

1 An individual conference with teacher or para-educator is the first step. Consequence may be a
verbal warning, loss of school privileges (i.e. recess, lunch playtime), suspension or expulsion.
The principal will be involved in all cases requiring suspension or expulsion.

2 The student may be referred to the principal (this option can be exercised by teachers or
para-educators). The adults will then work together to determine the best plan.

3 General guidelines: The Aberdeen School District believes that schools and families work
together for the good of the students. Early involvement of parents when discipline issues arise is
essential to a student's successful school career. When students know that home and school
expect the same behaviors and believe that the student is capable of good behavior, the student
will learn to make good choices and be successful.

4 Always, if any parents have concerns or questions, they are encouraged to contact the classroom
teacher or principal.

Building Rules
At McDermoth School, we have simple, school-wide building and playground rules. We expect these
rules to be followed by every member of our school community, including students, staff, and any visitors
to our building. These rules are learned and practiced. The rules are posted in classrooms, on the
playground, in the hallways, lunchroom, and bathrooms.

We follow these rules:
Be Respectful, Be Responsible, and Be Safe

Some definitions:
Respect and responsibility for SELF means:
I do my best and make good choices, play and work safely, and take good care of myself.

Respect and responsibility for OTHERS means:
I treat others as I wish to be treated, with kindness and compassion. It means I accept differences in
others and value those differences.

Respect and responsibility for PROPERTY means:
I take care of our school and our materials. It means I clean up after myself and help others take care of
our home, school, and community.

General Expectations
1. Rock throwing, assaultive behavior, harassment of any kind, use of bad language,

bothering/damaging others' belongings without permission, disorderly conduct, damaging school
property, disobedience, or defiance have no place at school and will result in immediate
disciplinary action.

2. Students leave personal items at home(this includes toys, balls, electronic device, custom art
supplies, and make-up or finger nail polish). The school will issue playground equipment for use
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on the playground. If personal items are brought to school and are lost, stolen or broken,
McDermoth takes no responsibility for these unauthorized items.

3. Students are permitted on the playground at 8:25 when supervision is present.

4. Students are expected to follow the directions and requests of any staff member/substitute in the
building, on the playground, or during any school sponsored activity. Students are expected to
follow adult directions with respect and with an appropriate attitude.

5. Please refrain from:
a. Spitting
b. Tag or other games that include hitting or shoving other students
c. Screaming
d. Physical aggression
e. Excluding others from games
f. Bringing/Using personal balls from home for games
g. Disrespectful behavior toward other students or staff
h. Climbing over the walls/out of bounds spaces
i. Using school furniture improperly
j. Playing on the steps leading from the cafeteria
k. Going into or leaving the building without permission
l. Stopping for drinks or using the restroom without permission
m. Going behind/over fences anywhere on school property
n. Going into out of bounds areas without permission

Discrimination and Sexual Harassment
The Aberdeen School District does not discriminate in any programs or activities on the basis of sex,
race, creed, religion, color, national origin, age, veteran or military status, sexual orientation, gender
expression or identity, disability, or the use of a trained dog guide or service animal and provides equal
access to the Boy Scouts and other designated youth groups. You can report discrimination and
discriminatory harassment to any school staff member

SEXUAL HARASSMENT
Students and staff are protected against sexual harassment by anyone in any school program or activity,
including on the school campus, on the school bus, or off-campus during a school-sponsored activity.

Sexual harassment is unwelcome behavior or communication that is sexual in nature when:
• A student or employee is led to believe that he or she must submit to unwelcome sexual conduct or
communications in order to gain something in return, such as a grade, a promotion, a place on a
sports team, or any educational or employment decision, or
• The conduct substantially interferes with a student's educational performance, or creates an
intimidating or hostile educational or employment environment.

You can report sexual harassment to any school staff member. You also have the right to file a complaint.

An Important Reminder
In life, natural consequences face us each day and in every decision we make. School is a safe place
where children learn which decisions are the most productive: those which produce positive natural
consequences. Thus, even playground and social situations are vast learning grounds for making good
decisions. Therefore, logical ‘natural consequences’ are used when less positive decisions are made.
This could include being “out”, receiving a short time-out, a conference with a supervisor, the counselor, a
teacher, or the principal. All of these consequences have the same positive goal: to help each child learn
to make good decisions.

In the event that a child participates in bullying, intimidation and harassment not corrected by discussion
or the above measures; parents will be involved and district discipline procedures will be used. While
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these instances are rare; they are taken seriously and handled immediately. The policies and procedures
pertaining to this are covered in District Policy.

PBIS
While discipline unfortunately will occur, we at McDermoth have worked hard to recognize all of the great
things our students do every day and have built a system in which we can recognize students for their
excellent behaviors. The following pages contain a school behavior matrix and our student
acknowledgement system:

_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __ _ _ __ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

I have read and reviewed the information contained in this handbook with my child.

____________________________________________________date_____________
Parent signature

____________________________________________________date_____________
Student signature
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McDermoth Homework Policy

Philosophy

The purposes of homework are:

1. To provide students with opportunities to practice and reinforce acquired skills. These
should be skills that are understood by students and that are within their ability to complete
with minimum supervision and frustration.

2. To develop personal study habits and responsibility.
3. To give parents opportunities to talk with their child about current learning and thus foster

ongoing communication about school activities.
4. To provide additional time for students to complete assignments and projects.

Time Guidelines

The following guideline is offered as an average for typical students and most days. Students may
have more or less homework. Homework policies are at the teacher’s discretion.

Kindergarten - Up to 15 minutes a day.
First Grade - Up to 30 minutes a day.
Second Grade - Up to 30 minutes a day.
Third Grade - Up to 40 minutes a day.
Fourth Grade - Up to 50 minutes a day.
Fifth Grade - Up to 60 minutes a day.

Typical Activities

The following lists of activities are examples of typical work expected by teachers. Completing some
or a variety of these activities on a daily basis will help to ensure your child will reach their full
potential and help your child to meet the challenges of junior high school and high school.

Kindergarten: Reading to your child daily, practicing the alphabet, playing number games, and
practicing writing. Review and discuss papers they bring home.

First Grade: Reading Homework (this includes site word practice, mini-books, vocabulary and
spelling), completing math homework, and reading with your child. Review and discuss
papers they bring home.

Second Grade: Reading Homework (this includes vocabulary and daily spelling work), completing
math homework, and reading with your child. Review and discuss papers they bring home.

Third Grade: Complete any assignment not completed in school that is due the next day (this could
be math, reading, spelling, social studies or science activities), study spelling words, practice
basic math facts, and read independently. Review and discuss papers they bring home.

Fourth Grade: Complete any assignment not completed in school that is due the next day (this could
be math, reading, spelling, social studies or science activities), study spelling words, practice
math facts, and read independently. Review and discuss papers they bring home.

Fifth Grade: Complete any assignment not completed in school that is due the next day (this could
be math, reading, spelling, social studies or science activities), study spelling words, review
math facts, and read independently. Review and discuss papers they bring home.
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Please do not try to complete all the activities each day. Work down the list as time permits. If, on a
regular basis, your child is having trouble completing the expected work in a reasonable amount of
time (no more than twice the recommended time); please contact your child's teacher. Homework
activities should strengthen the bond between home and school. Adjustments may need to be made
for some students. Working together, we can help your child to reach their full potential.

Other Activities:

The following is a brief list of activities parents could do with their children if the parent is looking for
other academic related activities:

1. Keep a journal of daily activities, or news events or other areas of interest.
2. Read, read, read!
3. Play math games with your child using estimation and precise calculations.
4. Utilize a variety of websites and apps that can help students learn.

Curriculum, Assessment and Proficiency Levels
McDermoth Elementary will be teaching the “Common Core Standards.” Assessment results are shared
and explained during parent-teacher conferences. Letters are also sent home inviting parents to arrange
conferences with the principal for further explanation and planning regarding assessment results. Testing,
curriculum, and student standards are reviewed during Open House, PTO meetings and specially called
meetings.

LIBRARY PROCEDURES

STUDENT BOOK ANDMATERIALS CHECKOUT

Students may check out a maximum of two (2) library books at a time. The Library Resource
Center Technician (LRC) may make an exception to increase or decrease the number of books a
student may check out due to extenuating circumstances. All books and library materials
students checkout will be scanned into the Follett Library System under the student’s name.
Books are due in two (2) weeks. Students will need to return overdue books to check out any
new books. In addition to library books, students will check out textbooks, class novels and a
chromebook for use in the classroom.

Students in kindergarten through first grade will leave their library books at school unless prior
arrangements have been made with the LRC Tech. Second through fifth grade are able to take
their library books home.

STAFF BOOK ANDMATERIALS CHECKOUT

Any books, textbooks or library materials for staff checkout must be scanned by the LRC Tech
into the Follett Library System under the staff member’s name. Staff may keep teaching
materials, books, and/or textbooks checked out to them for the duration of the school year. Any
materials Staff wish to keep for the upcoming school year must be renewed by the LRC Tech.
Any materials not renewed must be returned to the library. Library books checked out by Staff
will be due in two (2) weeks but can be renewed by the LRC Tech if needed.

OVERDUE ITEMS
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The LRC Tech is responsible for sending out overdue notices to students on a monthly or
bi-monthly basis.

On the last day of school, any books not returned to the library by students that will be moving to
another school will be marked lost and a fine will be assessed into the student’s Skyward
account. Before marking the books lost, the LRC Tech should print a patron report for overdue
books.

If a student continues to lose or damage/destroy books, the LRC Tech will work with the
student’s teacher and building principal to create an individualized plan for the student. For
example, the student may need to leave their library books at school vs. taking them home.
If a student does not return a book within three weeks, the student will be able to check out
another book, but leave it at school in the classroom. The LRC Tech will then print out an
overdue book notice to be mailed home to the parent.

CHECKING IN BOOKS:
All books, textbooks and library materials that are returned to the library should be scanned into
the Follett library system on a daily basis. When checking in books, the LRC Tech should look
over the books for damage. Any books needing repair should be repaired before being returned
to the bookshelves. After checking in books, they should be shelved accordingly.

If a book is returned with damage and cannot be repaired, then the student will be fined for the
replacement cost of the book.

McDermoth Elementary
Title I Family Involvement Policy and Procedures

McDermoth Elementary is committed to the goal of providing quality education for every child
in our school. To this end, we want to establish partnerships with families and with the
community. Everyone gains if our school and families work together to promote high
achievement by our children. Neither home nor school can do the job alone. Families play an
extremely important role as children’s first teachers. Support for their children and for the school
is critical to children’s success at every step along the way.

McDermoth Elementary recognizes that some students may need the extra assistance available
through the Title I program to reach the rigorous Common Core State Standards. We would like
to include families in all aspects of the school’s Title I program. The goal is a school-home
partnership that will help all students to succeed.

Part I 
SCHOOL FAMILY INVOLVEMENT POLICY REQUIRED COMPONENTS
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A. McDermoth Elementary will partner with families to develop and revise the School
Family Involvement Policy and Procedures and distribute it to families of participating children
and also make it available to the local community via:

● School Web page 
● Student Handbook
● PTO meetings
● Yearly PTO meetings for the review of the Title I Parent Involvement Policy 
● Annual Title 1 online family survey

.Also available in print form

B. Convene annual meetings, at a convenient time, to which all families of participating
children shall be invited and encouraged to attend. The intent is to inform families of
their school’s Title 1 participation and to explain the requirements, and the right of the
families to be involved.

● Families’ Guide and right to be informed documents are shared during yearly
Title 1 PTO meeting (typically in November).

● Parent / Teacher conferences in November and March, with morning, afternoon,
and evening times available for families to attend

● Teachers willing to schedule meetings with families as needed
● Title 1 families guide, and right to be informed information is available on the

school website, at the office, in the newsletter, and during conference week family
engagement activities.

● Open House at the beginning of the school year
A. Offer flexible meetings, such as meetings in the morning or evening as such services

relate to family involvement.
● PTO meetings are held on the second Tuesday of the month at 5:30 PM.
● Parent / Teacher conferences in November and March with morning, afternoon,

and evening times available for families to attend.
● Family engagement activities are offered at times when the entire family would be

available to attend together. 
● Teachers willing to meet with families at any scheduled times, as needed.
● For families, unable to attend scheduled meetings, conferences via telephone,

email, or notes home are made available.
.These opportunities are available in English and in Spanish
A. Involve families in an organized, ongoing, and timely way, in the planning, review, and
improvement of the school plan under Section 1112, school-wide under Section 1114, and the
process of the school review and improvement under Section 1116. 

● A copy of the School Improvement Plan is available to families online.
● A copy of our OSPI School Report Card is available to families.
● Principal maintains a regular spot on the PTO agenda for providing reports and

information regarding school activities and issues.
A.  Provide families of participating children–
a. Timely information about programs under this part.
a. A description and explanation of the curriculum in use at the school, the forms of
academic assessment used to measure student progress, and the proficiency levels students are
expected to meet.
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b. If requested by families, opportunities for regular meetings to formulate suggestions and
to participate, as appropriate, in decisions relating to the education of their children, and respond
to any such suggestions as soon as practically possible.

● During Open House
.Families are given a description and explanation of the curriculum that is used at the school.

i.Information about Title 1 program is shared.
● During report card conferences

.Teachers share assessment data with families.
i.Provide information about the proficiency level that students are expected to meet.

ii.Inform families of extra support provided through Title 1 / LAP programs.
● Families are invited to Student Study Team (SST) meetings when there are

additional academic concerns.
F. If the school-wide program plan is not satisfactory to the families of participating

children, families may submit any comments on the plan when the school makes the plan
available to the district at a public school board meeting. 

● Input from families is gathered 
.Informally on an ongoing basis

i.By the yearly Title 1 family survey online (or hardcopy)

Part 2 
REQUIRED SHARED RESPONSIBILITIES FOR HIGH STUDENT ACADEMIC
ACHIEVEMENT (SCHOOL/PARENT/STUDENT COMPACT)

A. As a component of the School Family Involvement Policy, each school shall jointly
develop with families, a school-family-student compact. This compact, outlines how families,
the school staff, and students will share the responsibility and develop a partnership for
improving academic achievement, and achieving the Common Core State Standards.

● Annual PTO meetings for discussion, input, and feedback for McDermoth /
Family / student Compact.

● Parent / Teacher conferences in November and March, during which the compact
shall be discussed as the compact relates to the child’s academic achievement. 

● McDermoth will provide translation services for Spanish-speaking families during
these conferences and meetings.

● Provide frequent reports to families on their children’s progress. Report cards are
provided to families in November, March, and June. There are family conferences
in November and March to go over report cards. 

BUILDING CAPACITY REQUIREMENTS FOR INVOLVEMENT 

To ensure effective family engagement and to support a partnership among the school, families,
and the community, to improve student academic achievement, each school and district under
this part-
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A. Shall provide assistance to the families of children served by the school or district, as
appropriate, in understanding such topics as the state’s academic content standards and state
student academic achievement standards. State and district assessments, the requirements of this
part, and how to monitor a child’s progress and work with educators to improve the achievement
of their children. 

● Families are made aware of the OSPI website and its resources
.Common Core Standards and assessment data.  

i.School report card.
● On the Aberdeen School District website, families can access what their child is

expected to learn at each grade level.
● The Aberdeen School District uses a standard based report card, which aligns

with grade level expectations.
B. Shall provide materials and training to help families work with their children to improve

their children’s achievement, such as literacy training and using technology, as
appropriate, to foster family involvement. 

● McDermoth provides an after-school program during which students can receive
help in completing homework, as well as other enrichment activities.

● Families have available materials that they can use with their children at home
that will further reinforce the children’s learning.

.Imagine Learning Language and Literacy, and Imagine Math are available for student use at
home.

i.McDermoth will provide family engagement events at various times throughout the school year.
ii.Online version of Accelerated Reader that will allow families to track their students’ independent

reading records from home.
● Provide families with reasonable access to staff and opportunities to volunteer and

participate in their child’s class. There is a formal process in place for screening
parent volunteers in the district. families are encouraged to participate as
chaperones on field trips and volunteer in classrooms as requested by teachers or
families.

C. Shall educate teachers, pupil services personnel, principals, and other staff, with the
assistance of families, in the value and utility of contributions of families, and in how to
reach out to, communicate with, and work with families as equal partners, implement and
coordinate parent programs, and build ties between families and the school. 

● The McKinney-Vento Homeless liaison coordinates training and information for
the staff regarding how to best serve homeless families and families in transition.

● McDermoth PTO meets monthly and is working to strengthen the connection
between home and school. 

● McDermoth distributes a monthly school newsletter that keeps families informed
of the current events happening at school.

D. Shall to the extent feasible and appropriate, coordinate and integrate parent involvement
programs and activities with Head Start, Reading First, Early Reading First, Even Start,
the Home Instruction Programs for Preschool Youngsters, the families as Teachers
Program, and public preschool and other programs, and conduct other activities, such as
parent resource centers, that encourage and support families in more fully participating in
the education of their children. 

● Kindergarten teachers are participating in conducting home/school visits with the
family of each child at the beginning of the school year as part of our slow start
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for the purpose of coordinating home-to-school connection in a positive, relaxed
manner. 

● Area Preschools pay a yearly visit to McDermoth Kindergarten classes to
introduce the teachers and give students and families an idea of what to expect in
Kindergarten.

E.   Shall ensure that information related to school and parent programs, meetings, and other
activities is sent to the families of participating children in a format and, to the extent
practicable, in a language families can understand. 

● The school newsletter is sent home in both English and Spanish on the last
Wednesday of every month

● All correspondence is sent home to families in both English and Spanish.
● McDermoth West has a Spanish translator onsite for parent communication

support.

F.  Shall provide such other reasonable support for family involvement activities under this
part as families may request. 

● Parent requests are solicited informally through incidental conversations and
formally through PTO and other meeting settings.

● Conferences and family engagement activities have extended schedules when
possible to meet the needs of busy families.

G. May involve families in the development of training for teachers, principals, and other
educators to improve the effectiveness of such training.

A. May provide necessary literacy training from funds received under this part if the district
has exhausted all other reasonably available sources of funding for such training.
A.  May pay reasonable and necessary expenses associated with local family involvement
activities.

● Providing dinner at monthly PTO meetings to encourage attendance during a
family meal time. 

● Community programming such as the Hands On Museum family nights and the
Pacific Science Center family nights

J.  May train families to enhance the involvement of other families.
A.  May arrange school meetings at a variety of times, or conduct in-home conferences
between teachers or other educators, who work directly with participating children, with families
who are unable to attend such conferences at school, in order to maximize family involvement
and participation.

● McDermoth schedules several days, times, and an evening for parent conferences.
● McDermoth PTO meets monthly, information provided on PTO facebook page.
● Counselor contacts families to provide support
● Back-to-School open house night
● Monthly Student of the Month assembly, with letters of student recognition sent

to families via mail
L. May adopt and implement model approaches to improving family involvement.

A. May establish a district parent advisory council to provide advice on all matters related to
family involvement in programs supported under this section.
A. May develop appropriate roles for community-based organizations and businesses in
parent involvement activities.
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Part 3 
ACCESSIBILITY REQUIREMENTS 

In carrying out the family involvement requirements, districts and schools, to the extent
practicable, shall provide full opportunities for the participation of families with children with
limited English proficiency, families with children with disabilities, and families of migratory
children, including providing information and school reports in a format and, to the extent
practicable, in a language such that families can understand. 

● All letters sent to families are sent in both English and Spanish.
● McDermoth employs a bilingual para-educator who is available during school

hours to facilitate communication with Spanish-speaking families and
students.

● Interpreters are provided for meetings when needed.

This McDermoth Elementary Family Involvement Policy/Procedures has been developed/revised
jointly with families of children participating in the Title I program, and will be in effect for the
period of 2023-24. The school will distribute this Parent Involvement Policy/Procedures to all
families and make it available to the community on or before 8/01/2023. 
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